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Southern York County School District Mission 
 
The Southern York County School District, through a cooperative effort with the family and 
community, will provide a quality learning environment that promotes character, fosters 
responsibility, and challenges students to achieve their potential. 
 
Southern York County School District Vision 
 
Our vision of the Southern York County School District is that of a dynamic organization that will 
work in partnership with the family and community and will continuously strive to develop 
productive, contributing, responsible citizens, capable of meeting the global challenges of the 
future. 
 
Southern York County School District Beliefs 
 
We believe: 

1. Everyone can learn. 
2. Every person is entitled to the opportunity for an education that allows maximization of 

individual capabilities. 
3. Responsibility for education is shared by students, family, teachers, administrators, and 

community. 
4. Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also the social, 

emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner. 
5. Preparation and motivation for learning must begin at home. 
6. Learning is best achieved in a safe environment. 
7. Respect for individual diversity is an essential element of a positive learning environment. 
8. Teaching the process of learning, which requires various levels of thinking, is as 

important as teaching the content. 
9. High expectations are an integral part of the learning process. Practical, applicable 

learning skills, knowledge, and abilities should provide the foundation for the teaching 
process. 

 
Board of Education 
 
Robert Schefter, President 
C. Dianne Masimore, Vice President 
Bruce K. Bauman, Treasurer 
Judi Fisher, Director 
Jerri Groncki, Director 
Ronald F. Groncki, Director 
Karen M. Hellwig, Director 
James Holley, Director 
Allie L. Waldron, Director 
 
District Administration 
 
Dr. Thomas Hensley, Superintendent of Schools 
Julie Szymaszek, M.Ed., Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
Wayne McCullough, MBA, PRSBA, Director of Administrative Services 
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Southern York County School District 
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, Pennsylvania 17327-0128 

 
 
 
Dear Members of the Southern York County Community: 
 
I am pleased to present the 2008-2009 Southern York County School District 
Annual Report. As detailed in this report, we have sustained success on many 
levels: students’ test scores again reflected a strong educational program and 
in many cases are #1 in York County, SAT scores topped state and national 
averages, our students continued to be tremendously successful outside the 
classroom, and our business operations continued to be a model of efficiency. 
The focus of this report is to communicate to you how well our school district is 
performing its core mission of providing a quality learning environment that 
promotes character, fosters responsibility, and challenges students to achieve 
their potential.  
 
Southern York County School District is considered a leader in public 
education. Our dedicated teachers, staff and administrators continue to serve 
on many statewide committees and work groups to improve the quality of 
education for all students. All District employees contribute to the success of 
our students, and I greatly appreciate their dedication and commitment.  I also 
thank members of the School Board for their leadership and commitment to the 
sustained success we have achieved.  
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to our schools and our students’ 
learning. We invite you to join us as we continue building the best school 
district possible for our children. 
 
I encourage you to carefully examine the information contained in this 
document. We want you to be aware of our sustained success in and outside 
the classroom and the business operations of the school district.  

 

       
            Sincerely Yours, 
 

 
     Dr. Thomas R. Hensley 
     Superintendent of Schools  
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STUDENT SUCCESS IN THE CLASSROOM 

 

Sustained Academic Achievement 
 
Sustained academic achievement has been obtained through continuous curriculum 
development and the implementation of a timely and rigorous instructional opportunity for all 
students. 
 
The formula for sustained success includes: 
 

 Highly qualified teachers teaching all children, in all schools, in every subject, and in 
every classroom 
 

 Articulation, training, and coordination of curriculum and instruction aligned with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education Standards Aligned System 
 

 Understanding by Design instructional theory guides the development of instructional 
units and daily classroom lessons – Understanding by Design is a research-based 
program developed by Grant Wiggins & Jerry McTighe 
 

 Web – based curriculum that is accessible to staff and parents  
 

 Yearlong professional development opportunities that are aligned to District goals and 
teacher needs 
 

 Ongoing use and analysis of student data to guide all instructional decisions 
 

 The purchase and implementation of quality research – based instructional programs,  
materials, resources, and technology to support the District’s curriculum 

 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) 
 
With several of our schools ranking first in the County, final 2009 PSSA scores for the Southern 
York County School District continue to show growth as all District schools meet state 
requirements for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). School districts need to meet targets for 
achievement, attendance, graduation and test participation to achieve AYP. 
 
Southern’s latest PSSA results indicate that more students are advanced or proficient from 
elementary to the high school level (elementary math and reading scores exceeded 89% and 
80% respectively). In grades three, five, six, seven, and eleven, Southern students’ math scores 
ranked first or second among all of the 14 school districts. 

  
 

While the District continues to show good improvement on the 
PSSA tests and other standardized assessments, we remain 
steadfast in identifying students who are not meeting with 
success and developing a plan for their improvement. 
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STUDENT SUCCESS IN THE CLASSROOM 

  
Grade three math scores increased from 91% to 92% since 2008 and ranked second in the 
County. Shrewsbury Elementary School placed second among 54 elementary schools with 
97.7%. Fifth graders jumped from the top 10 in math to the top six among county schools, an 
increase from 86% to 92.6% from last year. Friendship Elementary School scores increased 
from 85.2% to 97%, jumping from ninth to second, while Shrewsbury’s ranking increased from 
fifth to third, with a growth of 86.6% to 92%.  

Grade three math scores increased from 91% to 92% since 2008 and ranked second in the 
County. Shrewsbury Elementary School placed second among 54 elementary schools with 
97.7%. Fifth graders jumped from the top 10 in math to the top six among county schools, an 
increase from 86% to 92.6% from last year. Friendship Elementary School scores increased 
from 85.2% to 97%, jumping from ninth to second, while Shrewsbury’s ranking increased from 
fifth to third, with a growth of 86.6% to 92%.  
  

Students in grades six increased the math 
scores from 87.2% to 91.3% this year, with the 
District leading the county, and all three 
elementary schools ranking in the top five. With 
a seventh grade score of 88.7% this year, the 
District’s math ranking changed from second to 
first among 15 county schools. In addition, the 
eighth grade improved from last year’s fifth 
place to third in the county with 83.3%. 
Eleventh graders at Southern placed second. 

Students in grades six increased the math 
scores from 87.2% to 91.3% this year, with the 
District leading the county, and all three 
elementary schools ranking in the top five. With 
a seventh grade score of 88.7% this year, the 
District’s math ranking changed from second to 
first among 15 county schools. In addition, the 
eighth grade improved from last year’s fifth 
place to third in the county with 83.3%. 
Eleventh graders at Southern placed second. 

 
PSSA Testing Highlights 

(York County School Districts) 
 

Grade 3 Math – 2nd 
Grade 4 Science – 4th 
Grade 5 Reading – 1st 
Grade 5 Math – 1st 

Grade 5 Writing – 3rd 
Grade 6 Reading – 1st 
Grade 6 Math – 1st 

Grade 7 Reading – 4th 
Grade 7 Math – 1st 

Grade 8 Reading – 3rd 
Grade 8 Math – 3rd 
Grade 8 Writing – 1st 
Grade 8 Science – 3rd 
Grade 11 Reading – 4th 
Grade 11 Math – 2nd 
Grade 11 Writing – 4th 

 
In PSSA reading, Southern students in grades 
five, six, seven, eight, and eleven ranked in the 
top five among the 14 county school districts, 
with grades five and six ranking first in York 
County. Third grade improved its reading 
scores from 84% to 86.1%. Both grades three 
and four placed sixth among the county school 
districts. Southern also led the county in 
reading for grades five and six. Scores in fifth 
grade jumped from 74.1% to 83.8%. Sixth 
grade scores also increased from last year as 
all three elementary schools placed in the top 
five among 26 schools, increasing from 81.4% 
to 85.1% overall. Shrewsbury placed second 

among all schools with 89%; Friendship jumped from 79.7% to 84.1%; and Southern increased 
from 79.1% to 82.5%. 

 
In PSSA reading, Southern students in grades 
five, six, seven, eight, and eleven ranked in the 
top five among the 14 county school districts, 
with grades five and six ranking first in York 
County. Third grade improved its reading 
scores from 84% to 86.1%. Both grades three 
and four placed sixth among the county school 
districts. Southern also led the county in 
reading for grades five and six. Scores in fifth 
grade jumped from 74.1% to 83.8%. Sixth 
grade scores also increased from last year as 
all three elementary schools placed in the top 
five among 26 schools, increasing from 81.4% 
to 85.1% overall. Shrewsbury placed second 

among all schools with 89%; Friendship jumped from 79.7% to 84.1%; and Southern increased 
from 79.1% to 82.5%. 
 
Moreover, grade seven reading results have placed 
Southern fourth in the County with 80%; grade eight 
ranked third with 90%; and grade eleven placed 
fourth with 73.2%. 

 
Moreover, grade seven reading results have placed 
Southern fourth in the County with 80%; grade eight 
ranked third with 90%; and grade eleven placed 
fourth with 73.2%. 
 
PSSA writing scores were also tabulated. All three 
grade levels – fifth, eighth and eleventh – ranked in 
the top five for countywide PSSA writing results, with 
the Southern Middle School (grade eight) ranking 
first in the County, at 92.6%. Grade five ranked third 
with 72.5%, and grade eleven ranked fourth with 
88.1%. 

 
PSSA writing scores were also tabulated. All three 
grade levels – fifth, eighth and eleventh – ranked in 
the top five for countywide PSSA writing results, with 
the Southern Middle School (grade eight) ranking 
first in the County, at 92.6%. Grade five ranked third 
with 72.5%, and grade eleven ranked fourth with 
88.1%. 

 

While writing scores are not 
calculated into AYP, 

Southern continues to be a 
leader in PSSA writing 

achievement. 
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STUDENT SUCCESS IN THE CLASSROOM 

In its second year of PSSA reported results, Southern’s science scores also remain in the top 
five among York County school districts.  
 
Furthermore, with the District’s special education population, Southern’s Math PSSA scores 
ranked first among the 14 county districts for grades five through eight and second for grades 
three and eleven. Southern’s reading achievement in special education for grades five through 
eight and eleven ranked in the top five among the county school districts. Grades five and six 
are ranked first in the County with the reading scores. 
 
Scholastic Aptitude Test 

1586

1477

1509

1420

1440

1460

1480

1500

1520

1540

1560

1580

1600

S.H.S. PA Nationwide

Scholastic Aptitude Test Scores 
Average Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(S.A.T.) scores for the Southern York 
County School District increased by 46 
points during the 2008-2009 school 
year.  
 
For Susquehannock High School’s 
Class of 2009, the average total S.A.T. 
score was 1586, as compared to 1540 
in 2008 and 1535 in 2007. Results for 
2009 also show an increase from the 
S.A.T. state college bound senior 
average of 1477 and the national 
college bound senior average of 1509. 
 
Southern’s average test results increased in all areas from 2008 to 2009 – nine points in Critical 
Reading, 19 points in Math, and 18 points in Writing. Students scored an average of 523 in 
Critical Reading, 540 in Math, and 523 in Writing. 
 
For the Class of 2009, 184 of the 249 students took the S.A.T., which represents 74% of the 
class, as compared to a 71% State average and 46% national average of students who took the 
test.  
 
Advanced Placement Tests  
 
In 2008-09, 98 additional District students participated in the Advanced Placement (AP) tests 
from that of 2007-08. For some of the subject areas, students tested for the first time. Students 
tested in the following subjects: English Literature/Composition, U.S. History, Biology, 
Psychology, Human Geography, Computer Science A, Environmental Science, Statistics, 
Calculus AB, European History, U.S. Government and Politics, Physics B, Chemistry, Spanish, 
and Micro and Macro Economics. 
 
Average test scores for the District improved in most subjects from 2008, including Psychology, 
Biology, U.S. History, Computer Science, Calculus AB, Environmental Science, and U.S. 
Government. All 2008-09 Calculus students took the AP exam with an average score of 4.074. 
Most colleges accept scores 4 and above to exempt students from introductory coursework. The 
number of Advanced Placement students testing 4 or more in all subjects increased from 
32.48% to 42.81%.  
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Band: First place, USSBA Pennsylvania 
State Championships; 3rd place, USSBA 
National Championships; seven selected for 
District Band; four selected for Regional 
Band; four selected for District Jazz Band; 
Silver Medalist, Indoor Color guard in KIDA 
Bronze Division; two students selected for 
Susquehanna University Honors Band; six 
selected for the York County Symphony; 
several students selected for Elementary 
District band  

Baseball: Two named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team 

Cross Country, Girls:  One named to the 
York-Adams All-Star Team 

Chorus: Twenty fifth and sixth graders 
selected to the York County Elementary 
Honors Choir; eight elementary students 
chosen to the PMEA District 7 Songfest; six 
middle school students performed in 
Songfest; ten  middle school boys selected 
for Boyz Noyz; fifteen middle school girls 
chosen for  Sweet Soundsations; one fifth 
grader chosen for the National Children’s 
Choir; eight high school  students selected 
to the Elizabethtown College High School 
Honors Choir Festival; two high school 
students chosen to the Region V Choir 
Festival; and one high school student 
selected to perform  in the PMEA All-State 
Choir Festival 

Envirothon: A Southern Elementary team 
placed 2nd, a Shrewsbury Elementary team 
placed 10th, and a Friendship Elementary 
team placed 13th out of 48 teams 
 
 
 

 
Field Hockey:  Three named to the York-
Adams All-Star Team; one named York-
Adams Player of the Year; head coach 
received York-Adams Coach of the Year 

 
Football: Two named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team 
 
Golf:  York-Adams Division II Champion; 
York-Adams League Champion; two named 
to the York-Adams All-Star Team; one 
named York-Adams Player of the Year 
 
Lacrosse, Boys: York-Adams Division II 
Champions; two named to the York-Adams 
All-Star Team; one named as the York-
Adams Player of the Year, First Team All 
District III, and US Lacrosse All-American; 
and head coach named York-Adams Co-
Coach of the Year 
 
Lacrosse, Girls: Two named to the York- 
Adams All-Star Team; one selected York-
Adams Player of the Year and US Lacrosse 
Academic All American; and head coach 
named York-Adams Co-Coach of the Year 

Quiz Bowl: Nine fourth grade teams from 
Southern Elementary competed in national 
on-line News Bowls each month, finishing 
near the top each month 

School Newspaper:  American Scholastic 
Press Award – first place with special merit 

 

 
STUDENT SUCCESS OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

Girls Softball 
 YAIAA Division II Champion 
 YAIAA League Champion 

Boys Soccer 
 YAIAA Division II Champion 
YAIAA League Champion 
 PIAA State AA Champion 

Girls Volleyball 
  YAIAA Division I Champion 
 PIAA District III AA Champion 
 PIAA State AA RunnerUp 
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Computer Fair for Secondary Students at 
Lincoln Intermediate Unit: First Place in 
Desktop Publishing; 2nd Place in Curricular 
Web Page; and 3rd Place in Graphic Design 

Soccer, Boys: York-Adams Division II 
Champion; York-Adams League Champion; 
PIAA State AA Champion; three named to 
the York-Adams All-Star Team; one named 
York-Adams Co-Player of the Year; one 
named to All State Team; head coach 
selected York-Adams Coach of the Year 
and Pennsylvania AA Coach of the Year 
 
Soccer, Girls: Two named to the York- 
Adams All-Star Team; one named York-
Adams Co-Player of the Year 
 
Softball: York-Adams Division II Champion; 
York-Adams League Champion; four named 
to the York-Adams All-Star Team; one 
named York-Adams Player of the Year and 
AAA All State Team; head coach named 
York-Adams Coach of the Year 
 
Sportsmanship: York-Adams team awards 
for Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball, Field 
Hockey and Girls Lacrosse   
 
Swimming, Girls: One named York-Adams 
League Champion; one received individual  
awards for the 500 Freestyle and 200 
Individual Medley; one named York-Adams  
 
 

 

 
STUDENT SUCCESS OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

 
All-Star Team for 500 Freestyle and 200 
Individual Medley 
 
Swimming, Boys: One swimmer named to 
the York-Adams All-Star Team Selection for 
Backstroke and 500 Freestyle 
 
Video: Warrior TV was featured at the 
PSBA/PASA "Education of Excellence Fair"  
 
Volleyball, Boys: Two named to the York-
Adams All-Star Team 

Marching Band 
  1st Place PA State Championship 
3rd Place National Championship 

 
Volleyball, Girls: York-Adams Division I 
Champion; PIAA District III AA Champion; 
PIAA State AA Runner-Up; three named to 
the York-Adams All-Star Team; one named 
York-Adams Player of the Year; head coach 
received York-Adams Coach of the Year 

 

The Susquehannock Courier 
American Scholastic 

Press Award  
 1st Place with Special Merit 
for school newspapers 

 
SHS Link Crew Program: Recognized by 
the Shippensburg University Study Council 
as an “Exemplary Program;” received the 
“Promising Practices” Award by Character 
Education Partnership (CEP) at the National 
Schools of Character Awards Program  
 
Community Service Program: Received 
“Promising Practices” Award by Character 
Education Partnership (CEP) at the National 
Schools of Character Awards Program  
 

 

Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also 
the social, emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT FINANCES 

Dedicated Stewardship 
 
The current school finance landscape has presented more than a fair share of challenges for 
the past year. The significant events, which have derailed our national economy, have 
heightened our duty to carefully manage the School District’s resources. We take seriously the 
financial contribution that each member of our community makes to ensure our students have 
an excellent education. We stand dedicated to managing each and every dollar carefully. As 
stewards of our citizens’ tax dollars, the Board of Education and the Administrative Team of the 
Southern York County School District embrace the importance of open, thorough, and regular 
communication with our citizens. 
 
Tax Rates and Equalized Mills 
 
The table to the right shows the real estate 
tax rate and equalized mills of the District in 
comparison to other York County districts.  
Equalized mills is a standardized millage 
calculated by dividing a school district’s total 
taxes collected and remitted by its total 
market value as certified by the Pennsylvania 
State Tax Equalization Board.   
 
A district’s millage rate is applied to the 
assessed value of its real estate.  Equalized 
mills express tax rates as a percentage of 
market value and are used to provide 
realistic comparisons of actual tax efforts 
across district lines. 
 
Budget Overview 
 
The 2009-10 final budget represents a total 
expenditure budget of $44,352,905. The 
budget required a real estate tax increase of 
0.47 mills or 2.98% above the 2008-2009 tax 
rate - 2.02% less than the Act 1 index of 5%, 
established by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education for the School District. A mill is 
.001 times the assessed value of taxable real 
estate. 

York County Tax Rates 
 2009-10 

Real Estate 
Tax Rates 

2007-08 
Equalized 

Mills * 
 

York City 
 

29.54 
 

38.5 
Northeastern 22.39 27.8 
Dallastown 21.53 25.0 
Red Lion 21.23 24.4 
South Eastern 19.7326 24.4 
Dover 19.57 26.3 
York Suburban 19.508 25.5 
West York 19.1237 22.3 
Hanover 18.69 24.5 
Spring Grove 18.45 23.1 
Eastern 18.34 24.0 
Central 17.26 22.1 
Southern 16.22 20.8 
South Western 15.62 19.3 

*2007-08 is the most recent data on equalized mills 
 

 
The overall expenditure increase was 0.63%. The tax increase was almost entirely due to a 
decline in revenues, which were budgeted to decrease 1.48%. Major budget-to-budget 
comparisons included: (1) salaries and benefits: +1.63%, (2) building supplies: +1.23%, (3) 
athletic subsidy: -8.89%, (4) contracted maintenance: -0.34%, and (5) student transportation:  
- 3.73%. The budget funds existing educational programs at projected 2009-2010 costs.  
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The current budget reflects a 
choice – not an easy choice, but 
the right choice. The choice of 
fiscal responsibility and 

common sense, yet making sure 
our students come first.

 

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT FINANCES 

Cost Control 
 

Mandated internal expenditure control, which began in October 2008, produced a surplus of 
$509,000.  As part of the District’s five-year capital plan, $375,000 of this surplus was set aside 
for buildings & grounds projects. The remaining money was used to balance the 2009-10 
budget with a reduced tax increase. Several of the cost savings measures used to balance the 
2009-10 budget included a reduction of one central office administrator – the second in two 
years, and a reduction of two high school teachers due to retirement and enrollment shifts.  

 
School District Operations 
 
In all areas of our District’s operations, we have 
controlled our expenditures through sound and 
conservative management. At Southern we 
devote maximum effort to delivering planned 
and necessary services at the lowest possible 
costs. 
 
Student Transportation 
 
An example of an outstanding management practice is our student transportation services. We 
are able to provide outstanding service at a cost per student of nearly half that of other local 
school districts. Based on cost per student, Southern York County School District operates our 
student transportation system with $975,000 less than the state average and $1,900,000 less 
than school districts in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit area. 
 
Operations & Maintenance 
 
Another example of an outstanding management practice is related to utilities. A recent 
benchmarking study conducted by the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials on 
utility usage showed Southern spends $0.31 per square foot of building space less than other 
school districts in Pennsylvania, and $0.36 per square foot of building space less than other 
school districts in Pennsylvania of similar size. The calculated cost savings for the two year 
period studied is nearly $500,000.  
 
The study also showed total operations and maintenance costs are $713,800 less than other 
school districts in the state, and $975,800 less than school districts of similar size in the state.  

The graph on the next page shows the total cost of utilities for the School District per square 
feet of building space compared to all other school districts in Pennsylvania, as well as other 
school districts of similar size in the State. Our utilities’ cost per square feet from 2007-08 to 
2008-09 were stable despite an approximate 10% increase in overall rates. In fact, had utilities’ 
rates remained stable, the School District would have spent $.10 per square feet less than the 
previous year. This result was accomplished due to new and sustained energy management 
strategies. The School District is serious about energy management and the results are evident. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT FINANCES 

Utilities’ Cost Per Square Feet 
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Financial Condition of the School District 

 
 General Fund Unreserved Fund Balance exceeded 5% of budget target 

 
 2008-09 General Fund operation generated a surplus of more than $500,000 

 
 $675,000 is reserved for future anticipated spikes in expenditures, including 

health care costs and legislated retirement increases 
 

 Physical plant is in excellent condition due to ongoing capital program 
 

 Financial condition of the School District supports a high quality 
educational program 
 

 Budget stabilization efforts are working in the areas of health care, 
retirement costs, utilities and debt service 

 
 Strong financial performance in 2008-09 will position the district to meet its 

goal of maintaining an excellent educational program despite the current 
global economic conditions  
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2008-09 SCHOOL YEAR 

Susquehannock Graduates 250 Students, Welcomes McCoury Brothers  
 
Inclement weather forced graduation ceremonies inside, but did 
not dampen attendee enthusiasm, as the Class of 2009 ended 
their Susquehannock careers, joined the ranks of proud alumni, 
and began their next life adventure. 
 
Despite the change in venue, tradition ruled as the graduates 
processed to the Warrior band’s Pomp and Circumstance, 
heard the listing of an impressive array of scholarship winners, 
honored and reminisced about the foreign exchange students 
who spent the year with the Warrior Nation, and heard 
addresses from the class valedictorian and salutatorian. In 
addition, students listened once again to the “Words of 
Wisdom” from Principal Brian Cashman. He reminded the class 
to “Have a good life – or not; the choice is yours.” Also, a time 
honored tradition – the throwing of the hats – symbolically 
marked the ending and the beginning.  

Distinguished 
alumni speakers 
were Grammy 
Award winning 

bluegrass musicians  
Ronnie McCoury, 

’85 and 
 Rob McCoury, ’89. 

 
Distinguished alumni speakers were Ronnie McCoury ’85 and Rob McCoury ’89. As members 
of the Del McCoury Band, as singles, and as The McCoury Brothers, Ronnie and Rob have 
been artists on more than 20 album releases and are regarded as among the elite bluegrass 
musicians in the world. In combination, they have won more than 30 recording industry awards, 
including Entertainer of the Year, Best Instrumental Album, and Recorded Event of the Year, by 
the International Bluegrass Music Association. 
 
McCoury albums have also received several Grammy Award nominations and a Grammy Award 
in 2006. As national touring artists, television, music video, and recording personalities, Ronnie 
and Rob are proud members of “The First Family” of their chosen musical genre, having 
appeared with the industry’s finest performing artists on the industry’s most prestigious stages.  

Fox 43 Features Television Studio on Morning News Program  

Susquehannock’s morning announcements extended beyond the high school homerooms when 
they were featured on Fox 43’s morning news television broadcast. 
 
Melanie Gardner, reporter for the York-based television news station, interviewed high school 
video production students and teacher, Tim Hare, as part of the television station’s morning 
news program. 

BFS Magazine Names Susquehannock as High School of the Year  

Sususquehannock High School has been named ‘2008 BFS High School of the Year’ by Bigger 
Faster Stronger Magazine. The magazine is produced and based on the Bigger Faster Stronger 
strength and conditioning program, which was introduced at the high school in 2004. 
 
“In the past five years, Warrior Athletic teams have won 30 league championships, including 
three just this fall, in girls volleyball, boys soccer, and golf,” the article said. In addition, school 
teams competed in three state gold medal games for three different sports in a single year – 
girls softball, girls volleyball, and boys soccer. Measured by wins and losses, athletic success 
has increased by 600 percent during that period. 
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Schools Battle, Raise Money for Scholarship Program  

Administrators, teachers and staff from the Southern York County School District raced, 
skipped, shot baskets, popped balloons, and scooted across the high school gym recently, while 
raising money for the district’s scholarship program.  
 
The first annual Battle of the Buildings raised more than $2,300 for the Southern York County 
School District Dollars for Scholars Program. Teams from each of the six buildings competed in 
various relay races, while fans from each of the schools packed the Susquehannock High 
School gym and cheered for their teams. 
 
“The event is just one more example of the wonderful things that happen in the Southern York 
County School District when we all come together for a good cause,” Susquehannock High 
School Assistant Principal Stacey Sidle said.  The district plans to make this scholarship 
fundraiser an annual function. 

Southern Students Create Mural of the Golden Rule Road  

Southern Elementary School students and staff unveiled the school’s newly decorated lobby 
wall as part of the Artist in Residence Program. 
 
Featured artist, Justin Ayala, led students, staff and parent volunteers through a journey on the 
Golden Rule Road of mosaic tile. The mural spans the entire wall and features honesty, 
perseverance, diversity, responsibility and courage, which are all part of the school’s core 
values.  Ayala worked with each grade, teaching the students about mosaic art as they created 
the wall mural. 
 
Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Council of the Arts and the Cultural Alliance of York County, the 
Artist in Residence Program focuses on visual and folk arts, music, and literature. The school’s 
PTO raised money to help fund the program. 
 
Middle School Students Dance, Raise Money for Cancer 
 
Students at Southern Middle School danced for seven hours to help children with cancer.  As 
part of the Four Diamonds Fund, the school raised money to help combat childhood cancer. 
During the first ever miniThon, more than 120 students 
danced, cheered, jumped and played games, to help reach 
the school’s goal of raising $5,000.  
 
The all-inclusive program featured entertainment, games, 
music and prizes. The participating students, however, had to 
stand for seven hours.  By the end of the evening, that goal 
was doubled, as the school reached $10,226.51, according to 
Laura Szkudlapski, English teacher, and Southern Middle 
School Four Diamonds Fund coordinator. 
 
This first ever miniThon, was the culmination of a two-month 
long fundraiser. The seven-hour event was modeled after 
Penn State’s 46-hour yearly dance event, Thon, that also 
raises money for the Four Diamonds Fund. 

Southern  Middle 

School students 

doubled their goal by 

raising more than 

$10,000 to help 

children with cancer.  



 
SOUTHERN YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

 Foundation Story 
 
The Southern York County School District Foundation was organized in 1997 as a charitable 
organization under the laws of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Section 501(c) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Its purpose, then as now, is to provide a means for individuals 
and businesses to make tax-deductible contributions for projects, equipment, supplies, 
scholarships, and other purposes for the benefit of students in the Southern York County 
School District. 
 
A unique characteristic of the Foundation, as compared to foundations in other school 
districts, is its multi-faceted nature. While most school district foundations work only to obtain 
scholarship funds for the benefit of graduating seniors, we provide additional giving 
opportunities to support all operations for specified purposes.  
 
2008-2009 – A Challenging Year 
 
For the first time in the Foundation’s history, contributions showed a decline from the 
preceding year, from $160,574 to $136,926, a decrease of $23,648 or 14%. With the 
exception of “major gifts,” most revenue categories remained at prior years’ levels. The 
Directors attribute the comparative decrease to two factors: (1) the prior year increase was 
exceptionally large – almost 100% - and (2) charitable organizations are particularly 
sensitive to the economy at large. Overall, the growth trend from the Foundation’s inception 
is overwhelmingly positive. For 2009-10, the Directors believe that improvements in the 
economy will return the Foundation’s growth trend to the positive.  
 
Scholarship Awards 
 
Despite the downturn in the national and local economies, the number of scholarship awards 
increased, as did the total dollar distribution. The Foundation administered 58 different 
scholarship programs, awarding 109 scholarships to 73 different students in the Class of 
2009. These totals were larger than the previous year.  
 
For additional information related to the Foundation or to find out what you can do to help, 
please contact Mr. Dale Keagy, Executive Director, dale.keagy@sycsd.org, or 717-235-
4811, ext. 7278. 

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our 

citizens’ tax dollars, the Board of Education and the Administrative 

Team of the Southern York County School District embrace the 

importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our 

citizens. Please contact the School District at 7172354811, ext. 
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